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Religion 

Students will learn: 

• Sacraments of full initiation in the Church: baptism, Eucharist and confirmation 

• Sacraments of healing: penance/reconciliation and anointing of the sick  

• Sacraments of commitment: matrimony and holy orders 

• Social justice and sharing our Christian values as followers of Jesus: helping 

students develop empathy and love for all 

• Corporal and spiritual works of mercy 

• Students will understand all are children of God, each with special gifts to be 

celebrated 

Literature 

Students will:  

• Engage in a literature based reading program.  

• Read select novels to help develop an understanding of structure by examining 

the elements of fiction: including setting, plot, climax, rising and falling action, 

and theme 

• Work on character development in poetry, nonfiction and fiction 

• Study cause and effect, main ideas, making inferences, writing summaries, 

drawing conclusions, as well as other reading concepts   

•  Study literary devices: metaphors, similes, hyperboles, onomatopoeia, and 

personification etc. 

• Examine the genres of literature, with a focus on historical fiction and realistic 

fiction 

• Incorporate specific literary devices and elements of plot into their own creative 

writing 

 

English Language Arts 

 

Students will learn:  

Sentences:  

 Complete and simple subjects and predicates 

 Compound subjects and predicates 

 Combining sentences 

•  Recognize simple and compound sentences 
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Parts of Speech: 

 Nouns 

 Verbs 

 Adjectives 

 Pronouns 

 Adverbs 

 Conjunctions 

Punctuation: 

• In different types of sentences 

• Contractions 

• Commas 

Composition: 

 Well-developed paragraphs with a clear focus, examples, and reasons 

 Writing forms will include business/friendly letters, compare and contrast 

papers, narratives, expository, and persuasive papers. 

 To begin editing papers for grammar, spelling, and vocabulary 

Math  

Students will:   

Problem Solving 

• Develop strategies for problem solving. 

• Use plans that involve graphs, tables, lists, formulas, models, and classification to 

problem solve 

Estimation 

 Develop strategies for estimation of whole numbers, decimals, and fractions 

 Develop strategies to include using properties, patterns, compatible numbers, 

and compensation 
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Number Sense and Operations 

• Round whole numbers, decimals, and fractions 

 Develop the comparing and ordering of whole numbers, decimals, and fractions 

 Order of operations, prime factorization, prime and composites, greatest 

common factors and least common multiples 

 Review four basic operations of whole numbers and decimals 

 Develop division understanding with two and three digit divisors 

 Short division 

 Apply divisibility rules 

Fractions 

• Introduce and develop adding and subtracting fractions, mixed numbers with 

like and unlike denominators including renaming 

• Introduce multiplication and division of fractions and mixed numbers 

• Simplify fractions using greatest common factor 

• Identify equivalent fractions, mixed numbers, decimals and some percents 

• Estimate fractions mentally and assess reasonableness of outcomes 

• Interpret  fraction bar as division 

Geometry and Measurement 

 Introduce linear and square unit measurement 

 Introduce volume as cubic measurement 

 Introduce perimeter of polygons 

 Introduce area of rectangles 

 Introduce graphing on the coordinate plane 

Algebra  

 Use the process of substitution to evaluate simple expressions 

 Recognize one step equations and solve 

 Use models and diagrams to write and solve equations 

 Use order of operations to solve simple or one step equations 
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History 

Students will:  

• Discuss the pre-history and history of the early peoples of Americas 

• Study and evaluate the development of Native American cultures   

• Evaluate the causes  and effects  of the Age of Exploration 

• Identify different ways of analyzing and interpreting historical events using 

primary sources  

 Understand the reasons for colonization in early America 

 Compare and contrast the 13 colonies 

 introduce the causes, major events, people and results  of the American 

Revolution 

 Evaluate the reasons for westward expansion 

 Identify the different cultural beliefs of each of the groups studied and their 

influences throughout  history 

Geography 

• Use maps to identify its elements,  longitude, latitude, and hemispheres 

• Differentiate between political, physical, topographical and other specialized 

maps  

• Evaluate the physical regions of the United States  

• Identify landforms and waterways  

Civics and Government 

• Identify and develop an awareness of local, state, national, and international 

current events and issues 

• Explore the functions of local, state, and federal government as established by 

the Constitution 

• Understand the responsibilities and rights of citizens of the United States 

Economics 

 Use historical examples, explore the value of trade, supply and demand  

 Explore current economic trends, inflation, world issues affecting the global 

economy 
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Science 

Fifth grade science will work to support a more global understanding of scientific knowledge 

through collaborative learning in Life Science, Earth Science, and Physical Science. Students will 

be encouraged to develop an appreciation and understanding of various scientific concepts 

through hands-on experiences, observation, and lecture. Students will learn the scientific 

process of asking questions, creating hypotheses, collecting data, measuring, making 

observations, discussing findings, and determining a conclusion while studying the following: 

 How living things are classified 

 What cells have to do with our lives 

 How the systems in our body keep us alive 

  How plants stay alive and produce offspring 

 How the parts of an ecosystem interact 

 How changes in habitats affect living things 

 How water moves through the environment 

 Why the weather changes 

 What kinds of processes change the Earth's surfaces 

 Why it is important to conserve Earth's resources 

 What makes up everything around us 

 How chemistry is used everyday 

 How forces and motion are part of everyday life 

 How many types of energy are used every day 

 What electrical currents are and how they work 

 How the study of stars has expanded our knowledge of the universe 

 How the motion of objects in space create cycles 

 How technology affects our lives 

 

 

 

 

 


